Eojeol is a unique unit of Korean language, similar to bunsetu in Japanese, but different in that a space is inserted between eojeols in written texts, which indicates eojeol is more prominent than word in sentences. While previous research on reading has dealt with words, the present study focuses on noun eojeol, one of the two types of eojeol. A typical noun eojeol is composed of a noun and a case particle. For example, a noun eojeol, hakkyo'ei (meaning "to school") consists of a noun stem, hakkyo (meaning "school") and a locative case particle, ei (meaning "to".)
METHOD

Participants.
One hundred and sixty nine undergraduates at the Catholic University of Daegu participated for course credit.
Materials. Sixty sets of prime-target pairs were selected. In a set all pairs shared a noun as the target. One target noun was paired with two types of noun eojeol prime. The two types of prime were different in their relations with the target noun. While the primes of match condition share a noun with the target (hakkyo'ei -hakkyo), those of mismatch condition doesn't share a noun (selmyenghakkyo). Frequencies of noun eojeol primes were manipulated as high or low. Thus, a total of two hundred and forty pairs were prepared. All pairs were assigned to four lists using counter-balancing procedure. Sixty sets of prime-target pairs with nonword as target were also prepared for negative trials. For each set primes were always non-eojeol with a nonword as its stem and a case particle attached to the stem. Two types of non-eojeol were included. One type of non-eojeol shared the same nonword with the target while the other type did not.
Apparatus and Procedure. The experiment was run with an IBM-compatible computer and DMDX software. Subjects decided as quickly and accurately as possible whether a target appeared after a prime was word or not. SOAs were 47, 60, and 200ms. In SOA 47ms condition, the prime was forwardly masked.
RESULTS
Mean response times (RTs) for each experimental condition are shown in Figure 1 . ANOVA revealed that a main effect of prime-target relation was significant. Although a significant facilitation effect was obtained for the pairs with the same noun in common, there was no such effect for the pairs not sharing a noun, 
DISCUSSION
In sum, lexical decision for noun targets from match pairs was facilitated. And this facilitation increased gradually as SOA became longer. These results suggest that there is no entry for eojeol in the mental lexicon. If eojeol is a mental entity in the Lexicon then it is expected to get inhibitory effects because of orthographic overlap. Orthographic overlap has been known to exert inhibitory effects in word recognition.
That noun eojeol primes could facilitate the processing of target nouns indicates that there would be a decomposition process of noun eojeols. Decomposition of a noun eojeol into a noun and a particle makes the lexical code available to word recognition system, and as a result the entry matching the code gets activated. This prior activation of the target entry would be the source for the facilitation in recognizing the target word. The decomposition seems to occur at very early stage because significant facilitation for pairs with the same noun was found even in SOA of 47ms
